AMBROSE

UNIVERSITY

Course ID: Course Title: Fall 2021
EN 350 Shakespeare Prerequisite: 6 credits EN
Credits: 3
Class Information Instructor Information Important Dates
. First Day of September 8,
Delivery: | In-class Instructor: | Jonathan Goossen, PhD
Classes: 2021
. . Last Day to September 19,
Days: T/Th Email: JGoossen@ambrose.edu Add/Drop: 5021
L . . . Last Day to November 22,
Time: 3:15-4:30 pm Phone: 403-410-2000 x5960 Withdraw: 2021
Room: | A2210 Office: L2065 Last Day to Apply | November 23,
for Extension: 2021
Final 1:00 pm Wed., December 15 | Office anC. Last Day of December 13,
Exam: Room A2210 Hours: T/Th 4:30-5:30 pm Classes: 2021

Important Dates and Information
For a list of all important dates and information regarding participating in classes at Ambrose University, please refer to the
Academic Calendar at https://ambrose.edu/academic-calendar.

Course Description
This course studies thoroughly Shakespeare’s drama: the tragedy, romance, comedy, historical play, and problem play.
Shakespeare’s works are placed in the context of the history and culture of the Elizabethan era.

Expected Learning Outcomes
Diligent students of the course will:
® ¢ain a broad knowledge of the life, times, and dramatic works of William Shakespeare
e understand Shakespeare’s use of rhetorical, dramatic, and literary conventions;
e consider the complexity of Shakespeare’s understanding and use of Christian theology and Scripture, and
compare it with their contemporary understanding of these things.

Textbooks

Shakespeate, William. The Norton Shakespeare: Essential Plays | The Sonnets. 34 ed. Edited by Stephen Greenblatt et al. Norton,
2015. ISBN 978-0-393-93863-0.

(Other print editions of Shakespeare’s plays are permissible, though youn will likely encounter lineation and scene divisions inconsistent with the

Norton text that may prove frustrating. Digital editions are not permitted.)

Requirements and Evaluation
o Class sessions will be largely devoted to considering the assigned readings. Therefore:

e Read all assigned texts before the class for which they are assigned;
e Always bring your textbook to class;
e DPrint any readings posted on Moodle and bring them with you to class.
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o Additional short texts introduced in class will be available on Moodle.
o Additional secondary reading may be assigned at the instructor’s discretion.
o In addition to the assigned readings, you are responsible for the content of all lectures on these
readings, including their historical and literary backgrounds. Therefore, attend class.
o All assighments are due in hard copy and to Moodle by the beginning of class on the date specified.
o Late Assignments:
e The penalty for late assignments is one refined letter grade per class day (T-F) late. Moreover, late
assignments may be graded and returned later than on-time submissions.
e Extensions may be granted on written assignments in exceptional circumstances, but must be
arranged in advance.
o This is not high school: all assignments must be submitted to receive a passing final grade.
o The most current version of this syllabus will always be available on Moodle. You are responsible for any
changes to it announced in class.

Participation & Reading Quizzes —10%
This is a senior English course. As such, it requires active, thoughtful participation from each member.

o Look alert, ask questions, share your thoughts, and visit my office to discuss readings and
assignhments.

o It goes without saying that doing all of this necessitates regular attendance: skip classes and your
grade will suffer.

o Moreover, intelligent participation also requires thorough and careful reading of the assigned texts.
To encourage this, I will randomly inflict short reading quizzes at the beginning of class.

Explication Paper — 15%
Write a four-page detailed analysis of the literary techniques of an assigned play passage. You must meet
with me to discuss your primary lines of argument prior to submitting the essay. Due October 5.

Group Performance Workshop—20%
We are studying play scripts, which were originally blueprints for performance. This project is meant to
illuminate the process of moving a play from the page to the stage. Each group will prepare and act out a
scene from your assigned play, then give a presentation on the significance of and rationale for the various
dramatic choices you made. Not everyone in your group has to have a role as an actor, but everyone must

be involved in the “production” of your scene in some way (whether as director, actor, or stage manager).
September 30, October 28, November 25.

Research Paper —35%
Write a 10-page research paper on an important topic in our assigned plays. You must submit your
tentative thesis statement and list of secondary sources on December 1 (via email); the paper is due 9:00
am December 13.

Final Examination — 20%
The exam will be comprehensive of the entire course and will include quotation identification, short literary
analyses, and a thematic essay. December 15.

Further directions for these assignments will be given well before they are due.
Attendance:

o Class attendance is mandatory. Attendance will be taken daily and will influence your participation grade. Any
student who misses more than 8 class sessions will automatically fail the course.
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This is an in-person class. Unlike last year, there is no option for online/Zoom attendance. If it is cold outside, if
you sleep in, or if your cat has a hairball, you will have to cope in the same ways you did before the pandemic. (If you
have not done this before, book an appointment with Student Life.)

Those who must miss class for legitimate reasons (illness, quarantine, genuine personal crises) must contact me
immediately to make arrangements to cover missed class material.

Classroom Etiquette

In order for each of us to get the most out of this class, please observe the following:

o Arrive on time. Attendance will be taken.

Do not talk compulsively. Be self-aware and leave space for others’ voices.

Do not be silent. Speaking is a crucial aid to formulating your thoughts on a topic.

No eating in class: doing so can disgust others. Unslurped beverages are fine.

Texting or having your phone beep, ring, or rumble during class is barbaric. Since university education is
meant to civilize you, turn off your phone and leave it at the door.

Despite frothy claims to the contrary, technology does not usually aid learning. Therefore, students

may not use any devices more complex than pen and paper in our classroom. No laptops, no

tablets.

O O O O

O

Communication

@)

O

I will use a combination of Moodle announcements and direct email messages to communicate with you about the
course. Therefore, I am assuming that you will check your Ambrose email regularly; do so.

I will do my best to reply to your email messages promptly. However, be aware that I do not typically check or
reply to email on weekends or after 6:00 pm on weekdays.

Grade Summary
The available letters for course grades are as follows:

Grade Interpretation Grade Points
A+ Excellent 4.00
A 4.00
A- 3.70
B+ Good 3.30
B 3.00
B- 2.70
C+ Satisfactory 2.30
C 2.00
C- 1.70
D+ Poor 1.30
D Minimal Pass 1.0
F Failure 0.00
P Pass No Grade Points

Because of the nature of the Alpha 4.00 system, there can be no uniform University-wide conversion scale. The relationship between
raw scores (e.g. percentages) and the resultant letter grade will depend on the nature of the course and the instructor’s assessment
of the level of each class, compared to similar classes taught previously. Please note that final grades will be available on student
registration system. Printed grade sheets are not mailed out.
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Ambrose University Important Information:

Communication

All students have received an Ambrose e-mail account upon
registration. It is the student’s responsibility to check this account
regularly as the Ambrose email system will be the professor’s
instrument for notifying students of important matters (cancelled
class sessions, extensions, requested appointments, etc.) between
class sessions.

Exam Scheduling

Students who find a conflict in their exam schedule must submit a
Revised Examination Request form to the Registrar’s Office by the
deadline date; please consult the Academic Calendar. Requests will
be considered for the following reasons only: 1) the scheduled final
examination slot conflicts with another exam; 2) the student has
three final exams within three consecutive exam time blocks; 3) the
scheduled final exam slot conflicts with an exam at another
institution; 4) extenuating circumstances. Travel is not considered a
valid excuse for re-scheduling or missing a final exam.

Standards of Behaviour in the Classroom Setting

Learning is an active and interactive process, a joint venture between
student and instructor and between student and student. Some
topics covered within a class may lead to strong reactions and
opinions. It is important that Students understand that they are
entitled to hold contradictory beliefs and that they should be
encouraged to engage with these topics in a critical manner.
Committing to this type of "active learning" significantly increases the
learning experience for both teacher and student, and reflects the
Christian imperative to pursue truth, which lies at the heart of the
Ambrose educational experience. However, active discussion of
controversial topics will be undertaken with respect and empathy,
which are the foundations of civil discourse in the Classroom Setting.
Primary responsibility for managing the classroom rests with the
instructor. The instructor may direct a student to leave the class if the
student engages in any behaviour that disrupts the classroom setting.
If necessary, Ambrose security will be contacted to escort the student
from class. Please refer to your professor regarding their electronic
etiquette expectations.

Academic Integrity

We are committed to fostering personal integrity and will not
overlook breaches of integrity such as plagiarism and cheating.
Academic dishonesty is taken seriously at Ambrose University as it
undermines our academic standards and affects the integrity of each
member of our learning community. Any attempt to obtain credit for
academic work through fraudulent, deceptive, or dishonest means is
academic dishonesty. Plagiarism involves presenting someone else’s
ideas, words, or work as one’s own. Plagiarism is fraud and theft, but
plagiarism can also occur by accident when a student fails or forgets
to acknowledge to another person’s ideas or words. Plagiarism and
cheating can result in a failing grade for an assignment, for the course,
or immediate dismissal from the university. Students are expected to
be familiar with the policies in the current Academic Calendar that
deal with plagiarism, cheating, and the penalties and procedures for
dealing with these matters. All cases of academic dishonesty are
reported to the Academic Dean and become part of the student’s
permanent record.

Academic Policies

It is the responsibility of all students to become familiar with and
adhere to academic policies as stated in the Academic Calendar. The
academic calendar can be found at
https://ambrose.edu/content/academic-calendar-2.

Privacy

Personal information (information about an individual that may be
used to identify that individual) may be required as part of taking this
class. Any information collected will only be used and disclosed for
the purpose for which the collection was intended. For further
information contact the Privacy Compliance Officer.

Coursework Extensions

Should a request for a time extension on coursework exceed the end
of the term, a Coursework Extension Application must be completed
and submitted to the Office of the Registrar. The extension (if
granted) will be recorded on the student record. Extensions are
granted at the discretion of the instructor and are normally granted
for 30 days beyond the last day of the term.

Normally, Course Extension Applications will be considered only when
all of the following conditions are met:

e  the quality of prior course work has been satisfactory;

e  circumstances beyond your control, such as an extended
illness or death of a family member, make it impossible for
you to complete the course work on time; and

e you submit Coursework Extension Application to the Office
of the Registrar on or before the deadline specified in the
Academic Schedule.

If granted, time extensions do not excuse you from a final
examination where one has been scheduled for the course.

A temporary grade of TX will be assigned until a final grade is
submitted in accordance with the new deadline. A final grade of F will
apply to all course work submitted after the end of the semester
unless a coursework extension has been granted; and all course work
submitted after the revised due date provided by an approved
extension to coursework.

Academic Success and Supports

Accessibility Services

Academic accommodation is provided to Ambrose students with
disabilities in accordance with the Alberta Human Rights Act and the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Provision of academic
accommodation does not lower the academic standards of the
university nor remove the need for evaluation and the need to meet
essential learning outcomes. Reasonable accommodations are
tailored to the individual student, are flexible, and are determined
by considering the barriers within the unique environment of a
postsecondary institution. It can take time to organize academic
accommodations and funding for disability-related services.
Students with a disability who wish to have an academic
accommodation are encouraged to contact Accessibility Services as
early as possible to ensure appropriate planning for any needs that
may include accommodations. Staff can then meet with students to
determine areas to facilitate success, and if accommodations are
required, ensure those accommodations are put in place by working
with faculty.
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Course Schedule — EN 350 - Fall 2021

Tuesday

Thursday

Texts marked with * are available on Moodle. Print and bring to class.

September 9 - Course Introduction

September 14 — Introduction to Shakespeare and his Comedy
Intro to Much Ado
Read: Greenblatt, General Intro: “Shakespeare’s Life and Works,”
(should be pp. 44-74)
McMullan and Gossett, General Textual Introduction
(should be pp. 75-84)

September 16 — Much Ado About Nothing 1
Read: Acts 1-4

September 21 — Much Ado About Nothing 11
Read: Act5

September 23 — Measure for Measure 1
Read: Acts 1-3

September 28 — Measure for Measure 11
Read: Acts 4-5

September 30 — Measure for Measure 111

Group 1 Performance Workshop

October 5 — Introduction to History Plays; 7 Henry IV
Read: Essay (IBD)*
The First Part of Henry 117, Acts 1-3
Explication Essay due

October 7 — 1 Henty IV
Read: Acts 4-5

October 12 — I Henry IV; 2 Henry IV (excerpt)
Read: 2 Henry IV excerpt*

October 14 — Intro to Tragedy
Read: Essay (IBD)*

October 19 — Hamlet 1
Read: Acts 1-3

October 21 — Hamlet 11
Read: Acts 4-5

October 26 — Hamlet 111

October 28 — Hamlet IV

Group 2 Performance Workshop

November 2 — Macheth1
Read: Acts 1-4

November 4 — Macheth 11
Read: Act 5

TERM

BREAK
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Tuesday

Thursday

November 16 — Macbeth I11

November 18 — Othello 1
Read: Acts 1-3

November 23 — Othello 11
Read: Acts 4-5

November 25 — Othello 111

Group 3 Performance Workshop

November 30 — Intro to Romance; The Winter’s Tale 1
Read: Essay (TBD)*
Winter’s Tale Acts 1-2

December 1 — The Winter’s Tale 11
Read: Acts 3-5

Research Essay Thesis Statement due (email)

December 7 — The Winter’s Tale I11

December 9 — Final Class Review

Research Essay due Monday, December 13

Final Examination: 7:00 pm Wednesday, December 15
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