
Canadian Theological Seminary,  Fall 2004 

Personal Formation and Development (PT501) 

Instructor:  Dr. Peter Ralph  pralph@auc-nuc.ca 

 

Course Objectives   
This course will provide students with the means to assess their person formation and 

growth to date.  It will require them to plan steps of growth that will guide them in 

making choices either while in seminary or while entering ministry.  It will use insights 

from the Christian spiritual tradition, from psychology in the form of the Myers-Briggs 

Type Indicator.  It will provide a structure for evaluating personal vocational 

development and sexuality as these bear on preparing for and applying ministry. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

- evaluate their spiritual formation in light of Christian Trinitarian faith 

- evaluate their spiritual formation in the light of classic spiritual cultures and 

“maps” of Christian formation 

- evaluate the development of their sense of vocation to Christian ministry 

- assess their sexual development in light of vocation to Christian ministry 

- assess their personal formation in terms of the Myers Briggs Type Indicator 

- test their understanding of communication in a post-modern world 

 

Textbooks and Pre-Course Reading  

Diane Schoemperlen’s Our Lady Of The Lost And Found is required.  Schoemperlen’s  

novel will prove to be quite out of the ordinary.  A recommended reading list may be 

found in the CTS library. 

 

Students will complete 1125 pages of reading including the course text and any choices 

from the recommended reading list.  Substitute reading material may be negotiated with 

the instructor.  Students will submit a (minimum) three-page report of each book read.  

The report will include a brief (one page maximum) analysis of the content of the 

reading, and an assessment (at least two pages) of the relevance of the material to the 

student’s present and future formation as discussed in class.  The ability to integrate 

across topics will be a key to success in this report.  For Diane Schoemperlen’s book, 

students will reflect in their report on ways they might engage this author in conversation 

about faith. 

 

Reading Reports 
Students will choose readings that correspond to class topics, and will read as added 

learning for their assigned papers.  Reports of this reading may be handed in at the same 

time as the papers to which they relate.  The wise student will not leave either the reading 

or the reports until the end of the semester. 

 

 

 

 



Assigned Papers 
Paper 1. Personal Formation and my Spirituality  (will evaluate student’s formation, 

including the categories discussed in class:  Please note, a “personal testimony” alone 

will not fulfill the requirements of this paper.) 

Paper 2. Personal Formation and my Vocation  (will assess the student’s sense of calling 

to ministry according to class discussions.) 

Paper 3. Personal Formation and my Sexuality  (will assess personal issues in sexuality as 

well as ministry-related issues, whether past, present or future.) 

Paper 4. Personal Formation and my Temperament  (will assess the student’s present and 

future development in terms of the Myers Briggs Type Indicator.) 

Paper 5. Personal Formation: an Integration  (will integrate course material, reading, 

previous learning and experience, and will offer short-term and long-term plans for future 

choices based on this an integration.) 

 

Due Dates 

Paper 1:  Week of Jan.20 

Paper 2:  Week of Feb.10 

Paper 3:  Week of March 3 

Paper 4:  Week of March 31 

Paper 5:  Week of April 7 

 

 Attendance Policy 

Students are expected to attend all class sessions for their entire duration. 

 

Evaluation 

Five short papers 15% each    75% 

Reading and reports  25% 

    100% 

 

Paper Format 

Seminary papers are to follow the guidelines of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, 

Theses and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian (6th edition) and/or The Publication 

Manual of the American Psychological Association (Fourth edition).  The instructor will 

indicate where these guidelines may be waived or substituted.  Students will identify, on 

the first or cover page of all assignments, the course name, the instructor’s name and their 

own name (student ID numbers are optional) and their mail box number.  Students will 

refrain from using graphics of any kind in preparing papers.  Papers will be double-

spaced, no more and no less, whether between lines or between paragraphs.  All type will 

be 12 point.   
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