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Course Objectives

This course will provide students with the means to assess their person formation and
growth to date. It will require them to plan steps of growth that will guide them in
making choices either while in seminary or while entering ministry. It will use insights
from the Christian spiritual tradition, from psychology in the form of the Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator. It will provide a structure for evaluating personal vocational
development and sexuality as these bear on preparing for and applying ministry.

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:
- evaluate their spiritual formation in light of Christian Trinitarian faith
- evaluate their spiritual formation in the light of classic spiritual cultures and
“maps” of Christian formation
- evaluate the development of their sense of vocation to Christian ministry
- assess their sexual development in light of vocation to Christian ministry
- assess their personal formation in terms of the Myers Briggs Type Indicator
- test their understanding of communication in a post-modern world

Requirement for the Myers Briggs Type Indicator

Students have paid a fee which enables students to take the MBT] electronically, receive
a professionally generated description of their type and its application, and establish their
profile in the Ministry Placement Office for future use. The MBTI profile will be used in
PT710 also. Students must complete the MBT]I instrument before Tuesday morning
in order to profit from the interpretation of the instrument later in the week.
Students’ email addresses will be collected on Monday morning in order to begin this
process. Students should receive, complete and return the instrument through email
within 24 hours. See Fern Buszowski, Manager of the Practicum Program and Career
Development Centre at CTS with any issues. A significant portion of this course
cannot be completed without completing the MBTI. fbuszowski@auc-nuc.ca
403-410-2908 Room 757
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Textbooks and Pre-Course Reading

Diane Schoemperlen’s Our Lady Of The Lost And Found is required. Schomperlen’s
novel will prove to be quite out of the ordinary reading. Class discussion will feature this
book. Students will submit a book reflection paper describing how they would engage
the author of the book in a spiritual conversation.

Students will complete 1125 pages of reading including the course text and any choices
from the recommended reading list. Substitute reading material may be negotiated with
the instructor. Students will submit a (minimum) three-page report of each book read.
The report will include a brief (one page maximum) analysis of the content of the
reading, and an assessment (at least two pages) of the relevance of the material to the
student’s present and future formation as discussed in class. The ability to integrate
across topics will be a key to success in this report.

Reading Reports

Students will choose readings that correspond to class topics, and will read as added
learning for their assigned papers. Reports of this reading will be handed in at the same
time as the papers to which they relate.

Assigned Papers

Paper 1. Personal Formation and my Spirituality (will assess the student’s formation,
including the categories discussed in class: Please note, a “personal testimony” alone
will not fulfill the requirements of this paper.)

Paper 2. Personal Formation and my Vocation (will assess the student’s sense of calling
to ministry according to class discussions.)

Paper 3. Personal Formation and my Sexuality (will assess personal and ministry-related
issues in sexuality according to class discussions)

Paper 4. Personal Formation and my Temperament (will assess the student’s present and
future development in terms of the Myers Briggs Type Indicator.)

Paper 5. Personal Formation: an Integration (will integrate course material, reading,
previous learning and experience, and will offer short-term and long-term plans for future
choices based on this integration.)

Due Dates

Paper and reading report #1: week of Sept. 25
Paper and reading report #2: week of Oct. 16
Paper and reading report #3: week of Nov. 4
Paper and reading report #4: week of Nov. 25
Paper and reading report #5: week of Dec. 11

Attendance Policy
Students are expected to attend all class sessions for their entire duration.

Evaluation



Five short papers 15% each 75%
Reading and reports 25%

100%

Paper Format

Seminary papers are to follow the guidelines of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers,
Theses and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian (6™ edition) and/or The Publication
Manual of the American Psychological Association (Fourth edition). The instructor will
indicate where these guidelines may be waived or substituted. Students will identify, on
the first or cover page of all assignments, the course name, the instructor’s name and their
own name (student ID numbers are optional) and their mail box number. Students will
refrain from using graphics of any kind in preparing papers. Papers will be double-
spaced, no more and no less, whether between lines or between paragraphs. All type will
be 12 point. Book reflections will show the total number of pages read per book on the
title page of the paper.

Important Notes

If not turned in to the instructor in class, students are to submit their
completed assignments and exams to the Receptionist on 6" floor. The
Receptionist will note the date received and forward assignments to the
respective instructors immediately.

Last date and time to enter course without permission and/or voluntarily
withdraw from course without financial penalty: September 15.

Last date and time to voluntarily withdraw from course or change to audit
without academic penalty: November 15.

It is the responsibility of all students to become familiar with and adhere
to academic policies of CTS as are stated in the Student Handbook and
Academic Calendar and Catalogue. Personal information, that is
information about an individual that may be used to identify that
individual, may be collected as a requirement as part of taking this class.
Any information collected will only be used and disclosed for the purpose
for which the collection was intended. For further information contact the
Privacy Compliance Officer at privacy@auc-nuc.ca.

Grading Scale Letter Grade Description
A+
A Excellent
A-
B+
B Good
B-
C+
C Satisfactory



C-

D+
D Minimal Pass
F Failure
o Policy on extensions. Requests for a course extension must be submitted to

the Registrar’s Office by December 20. Course extensions are only granted
for serious issues that arise “due to circumstances beyond the student’s
control.” All written assignments turned in after December 20 must be
submitted to the Receptionist on the 6th floor. The professor will not
accept any written work after December 20 unless permission has been
granted from the Registrar's office

o Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty Policy. The seminary maintains a
zero tolerance policy on plagiarism and academic dishonesty. Plagiarism
and academic dishonesty can result in a failing grade for an assignment,
for the course, or immediate dismissal from the seminary. Even
unintentional plagiarism is to be avoided at all costs. Students are expected
to be familiar with the policy statements in the current academic calendar
and the student handbook that deal with plagiarism, academic dishonesty
(cheating), and the penalties and procedures for dealing with these matters.
All cases of academic dishonesty are reported to the Academic Dean
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