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FALL 2008  

 
 

 

PT 501 

Personal Formation and Development 
Instructor:  Dr. Peter Ralph  pralph@auc-nuc.ca 

 
 

Course Objectives   
This course will provide students with the means to assess their person formation and 

growth to date.  It will require them to plan steps of growth that will guide them in 

making choices either while in seminary or while entering ministry.  It will use insights 

from the Christian spiritual tradition, from psychology in the form of the Myers-Briggs 

Type Indicator.  It will provide a structure for evaluating personal vocational 

development and sexuality as these bear on preparing for and applying ministry. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

- evaluate their spiritual formation in light of Christian Trinitarian faith 

- evaluate their spiritual formation in the light of classic spiritual cultures and 

“maps” of Christian formation 

- evaluate the development of their sense of vocation to Christian ministry 

- assess their sexual development in light of vocation to Christian ministry 

- assess their personal formation in terms of the Myers Briggs Type Indicator 

- test their understanding of communication in a post-modern world 

 

Requirement for the Myers Briggs Type Indicator 
Students have paid a fee which enables students to take the MBTI electronically, receive 

a professionally generated description of their type and its application, and establish their 

profile in the Ministry Placement Office for future use.  The MBTI profile will be used in 

PT710 also. Students must complete the MBTI instrument one week from the 

beginning of class in order to profit from the interpretation of the instrument later 

in the semester.  Students’ email addresses will be collected on the first day of class in 

order to begin this process.  See Fern Buszowski, Manager of the Practicum Program and 

Career Development Centre at CTS with any issues.  A significant portion of this 

course cannot be completed without completing the MBTI.  fbuszowski@auc-nuc.ca 

403-410-2908 
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Advisory regarding Ambrose email addresses. 
Every student is assigned an Ambrose email address at the start of the semester.  The 

address is first initial, last name@ambrose.edu.  Example: pralph@ambrose.edu.  All 

correspondence relating to this course will take place with this address. This includes all 

handout material related to class.     

 

Student Numbers and paper processing 

Papers will be submitted and returned electronically.  Papers will be identified by student 

numbers and not by student names.  This allows for greater latitude with personal and 

subjective factors. 

 

Professor’s availability 

Evening class students wishing to speak with the professor may arrange an appointment 

between 5 and 6:30pm on Monday evenings.  Drop in meetings are subject to availability.  

 

Foreseen absences 

Students who are aware that they will for any reason miss any portion of the class will 

submit to the professor their own learning design to make up the missed time.  

 

Textbooks and Pre-Course Reading  

Diane Schoemperlen’s Our Lady Of The Lost And Found is required.  Schomperlen’s 

novel will prove to be quite out of the ordinary reading.  Class discussion will feature this 

book.  Students will submit a book reflection paper describing how they would engage 

the author of the book in a spiritual conversation. 

 

Students will complete 1125 pages of reading including the course text and any choices 

from the recommended reading list.  Substitute reading material may be negotiated with 

the instructor.  Students will submit a (minimum) three-page report of each book read.  

The report will include a brief (one page maximum) analysis of the content of the 

reading, and an assessment (at least two pages) of the relevance of the material to the 

student’s present and future formation as discussed in class.  The ability to integrate 

across topics will be a key to success in this report.  Note:  in view of the lectureship 

which opened the class on Sept. 15, students are advised to include Paul Young’s “The 

Shack” as part of their reading for the first paper on spirituality. 

 

Reading Reports 
Students will choose readings that correspond to class topics, and will read as added 

learning for their assigned papers.  Reports of this reading may be handed in at the same 

time as the papers to which they relate.  

 

Assigned Papers 
Paper 1. Personal Formation, my Spirituality and my vocation  (will assess the student’s 

formation, including the categories discussed in class, and their assessment of calling to 

God, the world and ministry:  Please note, a “personal testimony” alone will not fulfill 

the requirements of this paper.) 

mailto:name@ambrose.edu
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Paper 2. Personal Formation and my Temperament  (will assess the student’s present and 

future development in terms of the Myers Briggs Type Indicator.)  

Paper 3. Personal Formation and my Sexuality  (will assess personal and ministry-related 

issues in sexuality according to class discussions) 

Paper 4. Personal Formation: an Integration  (will integrate course material, reading, 

previous learning and experience, and will offer short-term and long-term plans for future 

choices based on this integration.) 

 

Due Dates 

Paper and reading report #1:  week of Oct. 6 

Paper and reading report #2:  week of Oct. 27 

Paper and reading report #3:  week of Nov. 17 

Paper and reading report #4:  week of Dec. 1 

Book interaction with Diane Schoemperlen:  week of Dec.8 

 

Attendance Policy 

Students are expected to attend all class sessions for their entire duration. 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation 

Five short papers 15% each    75% 

Reading and reports  25% 

    100% 

 

Paper Format 

Seminary papers are to follow the guidelines of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, 

Theses and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian (6th edition) and/or The Publication 

Manual of the American Psychological Association (Fourth edition).  The instructor will 

indicate where these guidelines may be waived or substituted.  Students will identify, on 

the first or cover page of all assignments, the course name, the instructor’s name and their 

own name (student ID numbers are optional) and their mail box number.  Students will 

refrain from using graphics of any kind in preparing papers.  Papers will be double-

spaced, no more and no less, whether between lines or between paragraphs.  All type will 

be 12 point.  Book reflections will show the total number of pages read per book on the 

title page of the paper. 
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Registration and Financial Policies: 

 Registration and payment in full is due for all modular classes by 10am on the first day of 

class.  

 Students may withdraw from modular classes and receive a full refund only prior to the 

second class session (i.e., before 1:00 pm on Monday, on the first day of class). No 

tuition refund will be issued after this deadline. 

 Students may voluntarily withdraw or change their registration from credit to audit, 

without academic penalty, only prior to completing 70% of the course (i.e., before 1pm 

on Thursday, or the fourth day of class). Students who withdraw from a course after this 

deadline will receive a grade of “F.” 

 All Registration changes must be made through the Registrar’s Office by completing a 

Registration Revision Form.  Forms are available in the Registrar’s Office or can be 

downloaded from www.auc-nuc.ca.   

 

Academic policies: 

Ambrose academic policies are published in the 2006-2007 Academic Calendar, which is 

available online at www.auc-nuc.ca. Students are responsible to become familiar with and adhere 

to these policies.  

Books:  

Required textbooks are available for purchase from Christian Publications. Book lists are 

available on their website at www.christian-pub.com or call 1-800-386-7256 or e-mail 

textbooks@christianpublications.ca for more information. 

 

Internet/computer access: 

Course registration fees at Ambrose include computer and Internet access.  Please contact the IT 

department for further details. Student computer stations are available on the 6th floor Computer 

Commons, the 7th floor Student Lounge area and in the library on 8th floor. 

 

Library hours (tentative):    

Monday –Thursday  8am – 7 p.m.  

Friday    8am – 6pm 

Saturday  11am - 3 pm  

Sunday  Closed  

 

A student ID card is required to borrow materials from the Ambrose library.  Please see 

Reception on 6th floor.  

 

Submission of Course Work: 

Unless instructed otherwise by your professor, all coursework due after the end of 

modular classes is to be marked clearly with your name and student number, as well as 

the full name and code of your particular course, and delivered to the following address:  

 

   Ambrose University College 

   Office of the Dean, Seminary  

   Attn: Shelly Sylvester 

   Spring Modules 

   Coursework Submission for CS 745 (Instructor: Peter Ralph)        630, 833 4th Avenue SW 

      6th floor, 833 – 4th Ave SW 

   Calgary AB T2P 3T5 

http://www.auc-nuc.ca/
http://www.auc-nuc.ca/
http://www.christian-pub.com/
mailto:textbooks@christianpublications.ca
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Please note: Ambrose UC cannot assume responsibility for papers lost in the mail. 

Students are therefore strongly advised to retain a photocopy (or backup copy) of all 

work submitted.   
 
Return of Course Work/Papers 
Students who wish to have their papers returned must provide a stamped, self-addressed 

envelope (large enough to mail all assignments submitted) with sufficient postage, 

together with their coursework assignments.  

 
Please note: Unreturned assignments will be retained in the relevant Dean’s Office for 

one year, then be destroyed. 

 

Coursework due dates: 

All coursework requirements and due dates are clearly stated in course syllabi. 

Coursework submitted after the due date, without prior approval by the Registrar and 

Academic Dean of a formal Request for Time Extension, will receive a grade of “F.” 

Requests for a Time Extension will be considered only in the following circumstances: 

 the quality of prior coursework has been satisfactory;  

 circumstances beyond the student’s control, such as an extended illness or death 

of a family member, make it impossible for the student to complete the 

coursework on time; and  

 the student submits a Time Extension application to the Registrar on or before 

two weeks prior to the due date, as indicated in the course syllabus.  

 

Parking, Directions, Accommodations 

For hotel registrations contact Velma Warnock at vwarnock@auc-nuc.ca or 403-410-

2938. 

For Alliance Living Centre accommodations contact Daryn Wall, Campus Services at 

campusservices@auc-nuc.ca or 403-410-2920 

 

If you have further questions or need more information please contact: 

Registrar’s Office 

6th floor, 833 – 4th Ave SW 

Phone: 403-410-2905 Fax: 403-571-2556 

Email: registrar@auc-nuc.ca 

mailto:vwarnock@auc-nuc.ca
mailto:campusservices@auc-nuc.ca
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